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ORCHARD LINK  

Orchard Link is a south Devon organisation set up in 1998 by apple and 
cider enthusiasts concerned about the disappearance of traditional 
orchards in the area. Its purpose is to promote the restoration and 
extension of orchards by offering technical advice and support to both 
existing owners and individuals or groups planting trees for the first time. 

The committee meets at 7.30 on the second Thursday of January, March, 
May, July, September and (for the AGM) November, currently at the Church 
House Inn, Harberton. Members are always welcome. 

Contact details 

Email: info@orchardlink.org.uk; mobile: 07792 664710 

Website: www.orchardlink.org.uk 

Officers 

Chairman and technical advisor: Charles Staniland 
(c.m.staniland@googlemail.com) 

Vice-chairman 
 
Membership secretary: 

Giles Nicholson 
(giles@mammothwillow.co.uk 
Tim Walker (temp.) 
(membership@orchardlink.org.uk) 

Equipment manager: presshire@orchardlink.org.uk  
Newsletter editors: Tim Walker (info@orchardlink.org) 

Gill Gairdner (gillgairdner@gmail.com) 
Treasurer: Robin Toogood  

(treasurer@orchardlink.org.uk) 
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Editorial  

ONE DOWN AND TWO (OR THREE) TO GO!  

 
Equipment hire  

As a result of our appeal in the last newsletter a couple of people expressed 
an interest in taking on the management of equipment hire and discussions 
are on the go. The new online hire arrangements are being developed and 
we expect to be fully operational in the next month or so. In the meantime, 
the equipment hire email address (presshire@orchardlink.org.uk ) will 
enable members to make provisional bookings.  

But there are further chances to shine! 

After very ably managing both the membership secretary and website 
manager roles for several years, Peter Snoxall has stood down, so we are 
looking for members who might be interested in filling these two posts. We 
are also seeking someone to take on the new role of events coordinator. 
See details below:  

1 Membership secretary 

The membership secretary is responsible for dealing with membership 
enquiries and renewals and maintaining the database, working with the 
treasurer. Systems are in place. The work is straightforward and would not 
take up too much time. 

2 Website editor 

This main responsibility of this role is to keep the new website up to date, 
as and when – maintaining the diary of Orchard Link training days and 
events and making sure the general content remains current. It would suit 
someone with a reasonable but not necessarily spectacular degree of IT 
competence who would like to see their computer literacy put to modest 
good purpose. Initial support will be provided.  

 

mailto:presshire@orchardlink.org.uk
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3 Events coordinator 

This role will involve overall organisational responsibility for the small 
number of training days and other events that Orchard link runs every year. 
These occasions have always been, and will remain, very much a shared 
responsibility, but the organisation now needs someone to act as co-
ordinator, delegating as necessary and dealing with bookings/enquiries.  

For more information, contact @orchardlink.org.uk. 

Deadline for copy for the next issue: end June. 

Tim Walker and Gill Gairdner 

Earwig-ooo …  
It’s official: East Malling Research station recognises the beneficial role earwigs 
play in devouring woolly aphids, codling moth eggs and pupae as well as sucker 
nymphs and eggs. It seems that four earwigs per tree is all you need. Most of us 
have enough apples from our trees and are probably unaware of all the insect 
activity that takes place, contributing to or damaging our crop, and if you are 
enjoying fairly regular harvests, do you need to know more? Well, suffice it to say 
that it is generally advantageous to have as biodiverse an orchard habitat as 
possible and now we can include earwigs as a ‘beneficial insect’.  

As I write – after enjoying baked Blenheim Orange apples, still keeping well in 
mid-March – plenty of trees are budding and my Louise Bonne pear is flowering 
in the face of harsh north-easterly winds that are spoiling the warmth of spring. It 
is worthwhile making a note of the blossom on your trees – by the time you 
notice the existence (or absence) of a crop in the summer you might not 
remember whether the flowering was good. I see many cankered fruit buds –  all 
shrivelled up. In UK conditions, good-quality apple flowers, which are dependent 
on well-developed fruit buds, should, under orchard conditions, have an effective 
pollination period of three to five days. Poor-quality flowers, resulting from low-
quality fruit buds, may only be viable for one day. This means old crowded trees 
might produce a show of blossom without much fruit … so it’s back to pruning – 
and especially summer pruning, to encourage the formation of good-quality fruit 

 



 

5 
 

bud. There are three opportunities to explore the pruning of fruit trees in the 
summer in the current Orchard Link programme (see the list of event).  

Observation is needed to aid the decisions of pruning and the fate of the tree. 
There are still many young trees inadequately staked in their early years. Any 
rocking of young trees while they build up their root system will result in poor 
anchorage and also susceptibility to canker. So no flopping around with a loose 
tree tie! 

Our Growing Orchard Communities project is gathering momentum and 
usefulness as the community orchards increasingly engage with the programme 
– and there are opportunities for Orchard Link members to learn from and share 
ideas with these groups. I hope to see you all at the ‘Celebrating our Orchards’ 
day at Lupton House on 23 April. 

Big thank you for work done over the last few years by our retiring membership 
secretary, Peter Snoxall, on developing systems for linking subscriptions and mail 
shots, etc., with membership lists. Tim Walker has kindly stepped into the breach 
while the Orchard Link website rebuild nears completion, when we’ll need 
someone else to take over the role. 

Charles Staniland (Chairman) 
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Growing crab apples in the south west  
If you want to grow crab apples, remember they are prey to the same 
diseases as cause us problems with apples in the West Country. We 
have to be careful to avoid varieties that are prone to the dreaded trio 
of scab, canker and powdery mildew. This means that some of the 
varieties recommended in the gardening press, which is largely centred 
on the south east of England, need to be viewed critically.  

Crabs are propagated most commonly by budding or grafting onto an 
apple rootstock. Normally the rootstock is a semi vigorous sort and will 
give you a small to medium sized tree, depending on the species or 
cultivar in question. However some nurseries and garden centres sell 
what are referred to as patio trees. These are crab apples grafted on to 
a dwarfing rootstock, for growing in pots. At best they will make a 
plant of 6–8 feet if cosseted. If planted in the garden they struggle and 
make a sad little bush. 

So what do we choose to provide crab-apple jelly in the south west?  

Good healthy performers include Malus zumi ‘Golden Hornet’ for its 
large crops of brilliant yellow fruits and Malus toringo arborescens 
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with brilliant shiny red fruits that persist on the tree well into the new 
year. Although the fruit is a bit small, Malus hupehensis is probably 
one of the healthiest and most attractive, while for large golden fruits  
that persist on the tree until Christmas try ‘Gardeners Gold’.  

I 

have only dipped a small spoon into a very large pot. Crab apples are a 
very useful group of plants. If you only want one tree for a modest -
sized garden, they can be a good choice. On a purely practical level you 
can plant them in hedges around a fruit garden or orchard to pollinate 
apple trees. Often the most beautiful things are items of utility.     

Kevin Croucher (Thornhays Nursery)  

 

 

Growing Orchard Communities in South Devon 
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An update … 

Our Heritage Lottery-funded community orchard project is now full steam 
ahead! We have 20 community orchard groups signed up to the scheme 
and interest is still coming in.  

The grant-funded training programme has started, with the first workshop, 
winter pruning, fully booked. This session was held in Holbeton community 
orchard where the mixed age of the trees gave plenty of opportunity to 
discuss and try out formative and mature tree pruning techniques. The 
orchard looked great by the end of the day, all the trees having received a 
winter trim thanks to the 14 participants! Penny Calcutt, the host from the 
Holbeton community orchard group emailed, ‘Many thanks to Charles and 
everyone for a brilliant day AND a good job done!’ 

Some members of the project steering group also spent a day brushing up 
on their knowledge and learning how to carry out a community orchard 
appraisal. All the sites signed up to the scheme will receive an appraisal visit 
– a sort of ’health check’. It is also a chance for the groups to ask questions 
and/or get advice particular to their site. There are now seven trained 
assessors carrying out these appraisals and over half the sites have been 
visited. We are aiming to complete these by the end of March, ready for the 
groups to use the information to feed into action plans for their sites. 

And an invite …. 

One of the project aspirations is that the community orchard groups get the 
chance to meet other people involved with and interested in orchards and 
get the opportunity to share experiences and expertise. We are therefore 
organising four free networking events over the course of the project and 
would like to open up the invitation to everyone in Orchard Link.  

The spring network event will be on Saturday 23 April, 10.00– 3.30 at 
Lupton House, Churston Ferrers, Brixham. The theme of the day will be 
‘Celebrating our orchards’. The day will involve workshops, discussions, 
lunch and a Q and A panel. If you would like to get involved, or join us, 
please email community@orchardlink.org.uk.  

The summer network event will be on the theme of ‘Celebrating 
biodiversity in our orchards’ and will be held at Broadleigh Farm (home of 
Hunts farmhouse cider) on 9 July. 

mailto:community@orchardlink.org.uk
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If you would like to find out any more about the project or if you know of a 
community orchard group which may like to be involved, please get in 
touch with Nicky Bailey (community@orchardlink.org.uk or 01803 861183). 

Nicky Bailey, South Devon AONB 
 

  

Community orchard appraisals 
On 19 January, six of us with orchard experience and involved in Orchard 
Link gathered in Week village hall for a training session with Charles 
Staniland, the primary purpose being to develop a team to conduct the 
initial appraisals of the community orchards signed up to the Orchard 
Link/AONB support scheme; a secondary benefit would be broadening the 
technical base of the organisation itself. 

After discussing the elements that make up a successful community orchard 
– the ‘people’ and skills side, amenity and environmental features, tree 
health and crop management – we visited Week community orchard and a 
nearby smallholder’s orchard (checklist in hand and a better idea of what to 
observe and what questions to ask) to conduct ‘mock’ appraisals. 
Conferring afterwards helped firm up a concerted approach. 

I’ve now conducted several of these appraisals (there are 15+ community 
orchards on the scheme) and been fascinated by how very distinctive in 
almost every respect the orchards are. Some have trees at the end of their 
life; others are being planting up for the first time. Some are urban; others 
are attached to small rural communities. Some sites are environmentally 
diverse; others have a simpler structure. Some are well set up for 
community use and events; others have a more autonomous character. The 
groups responsible for maintaining these orchards – always a challenge – 
have different histories and different purposes.  

I tremendously look forward to seeing more of these orchards and being 
part of some of the training and other ‘days’ that the programme has 
arranged. Martin Luther – think Protestant Reformation – said: ‘If I knew 

 

mailto:community@orchardlink.org.uk
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the world would end tomorrow, I would still plant new apple trees today.’ 
He was talking metaphorically, of course, but these community orchards do 
represent a blow for the future. 

Gill Gairdner 

‘Wildlife in the orchard’ talk  

John Walters – not just a very fine naturalist 

Despite the near clash with a yoga class, fifty of so orchard and meadow 
enthusiasts gathered in Dartington village hall in February to hear a talk by 
well-known naturalist and illustrator John Walters. Although John’s 
knowledge is broad and we saw some extraordinary images (those long-
tailed tits crowding together in roosts!), it was his description of the 
sometimes highly specialised interrelationships between invertebrates that 
especially struck home – cuckoo bees taking advantage of the burrows of 
other solitary bees; the larvae of oil beetles waiting on flowers in the hope 
of attaching themselves to a visiting bee and being carried back to a nest 
rich in pollen and nectar. John has set up some substantial ‘bee hotels’ at 
his home in Buckfastleigh, including one with glass test tubes that reveals 
the tremendous industry of mason bees collecting pollen for their eggs and 
sealing each chamber with mud.  

John draws and paints wildlife directly from life in the field – carrying warm 
water to prevent watercolours from freezing, if necessary – and his 
illustrations are not just beautiful but honour – via patient observance and 
an informed eye – the particularity of a species and its habitat.  

The presentation was a reminder of the value of old trees and unimproved 
grassland, both of which may be found in the orchards of Devon. Much of 
the ecology John describes takes place below the radar (of most of us): it 
was a revelation to have it brought so vividly to our attention. 

I can recommend John’s wildlife videos, likewise his illustrations, which may 
be accessed via his website, http://johnwalters.co.uk/. He has very 
generously allowed us to reproduce one of his sketches – which is typical in 
showing how well he combines the eye of the artist with a naturalist’s 
knowledge and tremendous interest in his subject. 

Gill Gairdner 

http://johnwalters.co.uk/
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Sketch of the hairy-footed flower bee (Anthophora plumipes) (copyright 
John Walters) 
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Courses and events  
ORCHARD LINK 
Sunday 17 April, 10.30–1.00, ‘What happened next’ – a chance to see the 
trees top-grafted at Jill Millar and Ralph Mackridge’s orchard near Chagford 
last year, observe some further grafting work and maybe practice on 
surplus material. For further details and/or to book, contact Ralph at 
ralph.mackridge@googlemail.com/01647 433204. 

Saturday 23 April, 10.00–3.30, Celebrating our Orchards, Lupton House, 
Churston Ferrers. First of the (free) Growing Orchard Community 
networking events, but open to all. See flyer. To book, contact 
community@orchardlink.org.uk or call the AONB office on 01803 
861384. 

Saturday 9 July, 10.00–3.30 Orchard Link Annual Gathering (with Growing 
Orchard Communities), Celebrating Biodiversity, at Broadleigh Farm near 
Stoke Gabriel (under higher-level stewardship). Talks by Roger English and 
Gerald Stewart, plus workshops on birds, invertebrates and bats run by 
John Walters and Nik Ward. For further details and to book, contact 
community@orchardlink.org.uk. 

mailto:ralph.mackridge@googlemail.com/01647
mailto:community@orchardlink.org.uk
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Saturday 30 July, 10.00–1.00 (with Growing Orchard Communities), 
Summer Pruning with Charles Staniland, at Dartmouth Community 
Orchard. For further details and to book, contact 
community@orchardlink.org.uk). NB Priority will be given to GOC members.  

Sunday 14 August, 10.00–1.00, Pruning Apples in the Summer 
(Bramleys/Brown’s Apple) with Peter Webb, at Milltop Orchards, 
Stokeinteignhead. A chance to really learn by repeat pruning just two 
vigorous (bush) varieties. £5 (£6 non-members). For further details and to 
book, contact Peter Webb (peter.j.webb@btinternet.com). 

Sunday 21 August, 10.30–3.30, Summer Pruning Workday at Beeson Farm, 
near Kingsbridge. This will be a more informal opportunity to practice and 
refine skills in an orchard planted up in 1998 – mainly cider apples but also 
desserts, crab apples and some plums. Tea and cake provided; bring packed 
lunch. For details and/or to book, contact Veronica and Robin Cross 
(info@beesonhols.co.uk). 

Wednesday 28 September, 4.00 –6.00, South Devon AONB and Hunt’s 
Cider – apple juice and cider tour and tasting  

Enjoy a tour behind the scenes at Hunt’s Farm Cider and find out how they 
manage their orchards for the benefit of wildlife as well as our palates! We 
will finish the tour of the cider operation with a pasty and cider and juice 
tasting. Meet at Broadleigh Farm, Coombe House Lane, Stoke Gabriel, TQ9 
6PU. Adults £8. Booking essential – call 01803 861384. 

ORCHARDS LIVE 
Saturday 9 April, 10.30 – 1.00, Top Working Course, with Jane Pay, nr. 
Chulmleigh. £7.00/£6.00.  

Saturday 22 May, 10.30–3.30, Your New Orchard – Planning and Planting, 
with Tim Potter and Colin Browne, Chittlehampton. £12 (£14 non-
members). 

Sunday 8 May, 3.00–5.00, Annual Gathering and Tea, Cruwys Morchard 
Village Hall. 

June, Scything course – TBA 

Saturday 16 July, 10.30–1.00 Budding Day with Tattwa Gyani, Bishops 
Nympton. 

Saturday 6 August, Summer Pruning, with Jane Pay and Tattwa Gyani, 
venue TBA. 
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For information about any of these events or to book a place on one of the 
training days, please contact Jane Schofield on 01884 861181 or 
blackdog.jane@gmail.com. 
 

(Editors: All these events – and sometimes more – can be found on the 
organisations’ websites. The Tamar and Tavy Apple Group (look at 
www.tavyapples.org.uk/) also runs events and courses. Orchard Link and 
Orchards Live share each other’s membership discounts.) 

DNA fingerprinting for apples, pears and cherries 
Orchard Link has been forwarded an email from Peter Lawes regarding the 
East Malling Research Station (EMR) DNA fingerprinting service mentioned 
in the last newsletter. As this is an expensive service for small samples, a 
voluntary community project called fruitID, in conjunction with EMR, has 
arranged for collections of small samples to be treated as a single batch and 
priced accordingly. The deadline for receiving the number of trees in each 
fruit category and a contact name is 30 April this year; it is hoped to run the 
scheme again. 

There is obviously a role here for local groups and Orchard Link could well 
decide to act as coordinator for this area next season. For those interested 
right away, contact Peter at peter_laws@msn.com. 

Apple, Plum, Pear and 
Damson Trees 

 

Field-grown standard trees 
Delivered throughout the West Country 

 

                                              Top Fruit Trees 
                                           Tel: 01963 441101 

http://www.tavyapples.org.uk/
mailto:peter_laws@msn.com
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A little etymology … 
Bench grafting at this time of year requires us to select the varieties we 
wish to reproduce – and exposes us once again to the interest of apple 
names. The most recently bred and selected cider varieties were pretty 
much named after individuals involved in the trial (Lizzie, Angela, Naomi …); 
more historically, names that include the words ‘pippin’, ‘seedling’ or 
‘kernel’ (Cox’s Orange Pippin, Bramley’s Seedling, Ashmead’s Kernel …) 
indicate a fortuitous seedling origin. 

2015 press hire report 
2015 might be considered to have been an ‘average’ equipment hire year. 
The number of overall bookings (42) and income generated (£2,005) were 
up from 2014, but well below the peaks of 2013 and 2011. There were 39 
separate hirers of equipment, including eight first-time hirers. Equipment 
hire continues to bring in new members to OL, but in smaller numbers than 
in many previous years. 

The Oak Press was booked for 19 days of use overall, the Metal Press for 24 
days and the Basket Press for 18 days – so 61 days’ use between them. The 
two pasteurisers were booked for 25 days – which felt light in comparison 
to the press bookings. 

 The season lasted ten weeks, with a first booking on 17 September, and 
the last one on 25 November. As usual, the focus of activity was during 
October, when all three presses were simultaneously busy. 

After a period of steadily increasing hire activity over the five years 2007–
2011, the last four years have seen large fluctuations in bookings. This is 
obviously closely linked to annual weather variations and crops sizes (2012 
was a washout), but I feel it may also reflect possible more subtle changes 
in OL membership and activity – particularly in the last couple of years. 

After eight years managing the press hire bookings, I am stepping back, and 
by the time you read this I hope there will be a new bookings manager in 
place, although I will continue for now to store and maintain the 
equipment. We are also hoping to introduce a new, online booking system, 
which should substantially reduce the workload. In the meantime, however, 
please continue to use the presshire@orchardlink.org email for all booking 
enquiries. 

mailto:presshire@orchardlink.org
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George Arnison 
 

 

 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are the views of the individual authors and their 

contributions are their copyright. 
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