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A young Brown’s apple tree, with guards in place (photo: Tim Walker) 

 
 

ORCHARD LINK  

Orchard Link is a south Devon organisation set up in 1998 by apple and 
cider enthusiasts concerned about the disappearance of traditional 
orchards in the area. Its purpose is to promote the restoration and 
extension of orchards by offering technical advice and support to both 
existing owners and individuals or groups planting trees for the first time. 

The committee meets at 7.30 on the second Thursday of January, March, 
May, July, September and (for the AGM) November, currently at the Church 
House Inn, Harberton. Members are always welcome. 

Contact details 

Email: info2@orchardlink.org.uk; mobile: 07792 664710 

Website: www.orchardlink.org.uk 

Officers 

Chairman and Technical Advisor: Charles Staniland 
(c.m.staniland@googlemail.com) 

Membership Secretary: Peter Snoxall 
(membership@orchardlink.org.uk) 

Equipment Manager: George Arnison 
(presshire@orchardlink.org.uk)  

Website Manager: Peter Snoxall (web@orchardlink.org) 
Newsletter Editors: Tim Walker (info2@orchardlink.org) 

Gill Gairdner (gillgairdner@gmail.com) 
Treasurer: Robin Toogood  

(treasurer@orchardlink.org.uk) 
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Editorial  

URGENT CALL-OUT TO MEMBERS  

 

Are you a bit of a dab hand on the computer? Do you have an empty shed 
or barn? This could be your hour! 

By the time you receive this newsletter the season’s pressing will be more 
or less complete. One of Orchard Link’s most important functions is to 
make pressing equipment available to members and George Arnison has 
extremely capably managed all aspects of equipment hire for a number of 
years. He is now preparing to stand down.  

To make the role less onerous it is to be divided into two. We are therefore 
looking for members who might be interested in one or other of the 
following:  

1 Hire of equipment 

At the moment this involves email correspondence plus use of a well-
established booking spreadsheet, with most activity in the run-up to the 
autumn pressing season. However, now that OL has been awarded the 
Heritage Lottery grant we will be developing an online booking system, and 
this should very significantly reduce the workload. 

2 Storage and maintenance of equipment 

This involves the housing of the organisation’s presses and related gear, the 
overseeing of routine maintenance, and occasional emergency responses to 
deal with breakdowns/minor losses during the hire period. There could 
easily be further subdivision, with housing provision on its own. 

For more information, contact the committee on info2@orchardlink.org.uk. 

Deadline for copy for the next issue: end February. 
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Tim Walker and Gill Gairdner 

 

Seasonal windfalls  
(as picked by the chairperson with nettled wrists ’n hands) 

So by now you have either ‘gone for it’ and picked every apple or you’re 
chancing it with the wind vs. time needed to ripen for flavour. It’s always a 
difficult decision, especially with the later apples, which are still colouring 
up. This year I picked half the crop of Howgate Wonder and Ashmeads 
Kernel mid-October and will wait a while into November to pick the 
remainder, unless of course strong winds are forecast. 

Generally there is a heavy crop this year – and for many people there are 
just too many apples to cope with. It’s always better to manage your 
orchard for success in a poor year and enjoy (and not worry about) the 
surplus in a good year. Varietal choice, pruning regime as well as crop 
thinning play a big part here. Regular and reliable croppers are the eaters 
Adams Pearmain and Sunset, the cooker Lord Derby, and Dabinett and 
Slack ma Girdle for cider. Michelin, Improved Dove and Yarlington Mill are 
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cider trees that will fruit regularly for those with land at an altitude of 300 
metres. 

However, if the tree is mismanaged most varieties will produce irregularly – 
i.e. deliver a light crop after a heavy crop. This year it would have been best 
to have severely thinned heavy crops to allow a sufficient number of next 
year’s fruit buds to develop. I suggest one strategy might be to do a very 
light pruning this winter on the heavy croppers to reduce excess vegetative 
growth that might occur if a light crop is set next year.   

Often when I am asked for advice to restore orchards or renovate fruit trees 
I simply recommend planting new trees! Certainly, remedial work on old 
trees is a positive thing to do, but actually planting young trees is the most 
effective approach to maintaining orchard production as well as a rich 
habitat. This is what happened ‘traditionally’ and it leads to a much more 
interesting and varied orchard as different varieties planted over time 
results in a mix of sizes/ages rather than gaps and decay all around. In 
Devon we have excellent nurseries producing high-quality, well-grown trees 
to suit our conditions. Do it!   

 

The Orchard Link committee has had a busy year. We are very excited 
about the successful Heritage Lottery funding grant that will support, from 
January 2016, a varied programme of events for community orchards in 
south Devon. The funding will also allow us to upgrade our website with 
more interactive facilities and online press bookings. We are also pleased to 
see the increase in apple pressing days around the region – the more apples 
that get used, the better it is for the orchards that produce them! 

Just like an orchard, the committee always needs fresh input and I ask 

interested persons to contact info@orchardlink.co.uk or come to our 
open meetings.  

Finally, I recommend Orchard Link’s winter talk by John Walters, which will 
enhance your orchard enjoyment and perhaps modify your approach to the 
management of its grasses and wildflowers. He has a wonderful depth of 
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knowledge and amazing pictures resulting from painstaking studies ‘in the 
field’. See the list of events.  

Charles Staniland (Chair) 

A fruitful partnership: 

Growing Orchard Communities in South Devon 
We are please to announce that Orchard Link has secured a grant of 
£40,500 from the Heritage Lottery Fund for our project to support 
community orchards in South Devon and sustain the groups that are 
looking after them. 

Twenty community orchard groups across South Devon have expressed 
interest in participating, including Ashprington, Dartmouth, Newton and 
Noss and Stokenham. The orchards vary in age from two to over 100 years 
old and are all managed by community volunteers. Altogether the orchards 
grow just over 1,000 trees and are within walking distance of thousands of 
people. They are publically accessible and are important open green spaces 
as well as wildlife habitats and landscape heritage features.   

Over the next two years there will be a programme of training, skillshare 
workshops, advice, networking opportunities and information support, 
including a new community orchards online resource. The community 
groups will be supported through this programme to help them make their 
orchards become resilient and long-lasting assets to their local area. 

The project will run in partnership with the South Devon Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, which is providing additional funding to 
support the programme and assist with community orchard site 
management. Nicky Bailey, AONB community projects officer says: ‘We are 
excited to be working with Orchard Link to support community orchards 
across the area. Orchards are an important feature of the protected 
landscape and by connecting local people to the landscape of their area, we 
can maximise benefits to wildlife from positive management of these key 
habitats.’ 

Robin Toogood 
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What’s that tree? Are you sure? 

Every profession in life has its share of different personalities. Be it in 
politics, newspaper publishing or civil engineering, we can all think of 
characters held up as paragons of virtue or vilified as demons. It’s not 
surprising to find, therefore, that horticulture is no different.  

In Scotts Orchardist, published in the nineteenth century, Mr Scott has the 
following to say about a Mr Dredge, a nurseryman from Wiltshire: ‘… little 
confidence can be placed in him, as it is well known he attached his name to 
several sorts and passed them off for new kinds at an enhanced price ...’. 
This has obviously given rise to unnecessary confusion over the years. ‘One 
is naturally led to think that Mr D was a Pomological Charlatan.’  I’m sure 
he wasn’t on his own.  

Apple, Plum, Pear and 
Damson Trees 

 

Field-grown standard trees 
Delivered throughout the West Country 

 

                                              Top Fruit Trees 
                                           Tel: 019663 441101 
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It is widely acknowledged by many authorities that in the southwest 
generally but Devon and Cornwall in particular there is a huge diversity of 
apple varieties, developed over centuries. Some the result of recognised 
nurserymen such as Veitch and Lucombe. The vast majority, however, being 
regional or even parochial selections, chosen to suit the equally diverse 
soils and microclimates of the southwest. (Many people from ‘up country’ 
are amazed or disbelieving when I tell them, for instance, that rainfall can 
virtually double within as little as 20 miles in parts of Devon.) I am certain 
that this genuine diversity has been unscrupulously enhanced in the past by 
one or two nurserymen. 

Several years ago I was approached by an elderly lady from Totnes who 
enquired if I grew the apple Great Britain, as her old tree was on its last 
legs. To cut a long story short, her tree was identified as Warners King. 
However, several other people from south Devon have approached me 
about Great Britain. I feel there must have been a nurseryman in that area 
in the early part of this century renaming apples. 

Another probably existed in the Crediton area, north of Exeter. Kirton 
(Crediton) Fair is an August apple I was frequently asked for and long 
hunted for. Having eventually acquired scions from a Mr Rice of Lapford, 
grown and fruited it, there is a very strong resemblance to Lucombes 
Seedling, which was bred ten miles to the south. Similarly, fruits of Kirton 
Pride brought to me from an old orchard outside Crediton proved to be 
Warners King again. 

So what can we deduce from this? First, that nurserymen are not angels. 
Any friend of mine will already know that. However, even if my halo isn’t in 
the post, I don’t change plant names.  Second, that Warners King grows 
okay in Devon. So all is not in vain.       

Kevin Croucher (Thornhays Nursery)  
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Orchard Link Annual Gathering 
It’s easy to think that orchards are just about apples – so our Orchard Link 
annual gathering at Beeson in early September was a real eye-opener. 

Forty of us visited the Discover Forest Foods project, an acre of sloping 
pasture overlooking the sea in the early stages of conversion to a forest 
garden. In that space we saw (and tasted) not only well-known fruits such as 
apples, pears, plums, raspberries, currants, gooseberries, strawberries and 
cherries but also more unusual ones such as Japanese wineberry, chokeberry, 
jostaberry, juneberry, mulberries, medlar, quince, cherry plums, Autumn 
olive and sea buckthorn.  Liz Turner of Trees for Health, who leads the project 
with the help of local volunteers and farmer Mike Rogers, guided us around 
the site which she hopes will develop into a diverse, productive multi-layered 
orchard yielding a rich variety of fruits and nuts. 

As if that wasn’t enough, we also visited the well-established orchard at 
Beeson Farm nearby where Orchard Link members Robin and Veronica 
Cross grow around 40 fruit trees. The brilliant red early eater Worcester 
Pearmain was delicious and visually striking; but again, it was not just about 
apples: the plums from Dennistons Superb Gage were abundant, sweet and 
succulent. The ponds, hedges, woods, meadow and orchard of this former 
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traditional cider-producing farm provide a rich wildlife habitat. 

We then gathered in Robin and Veronica’s newly converted threshing barn 
for a shared tea of orchard cooking and tastings of juices and ciders 
produced by members. 

Robin Toogood 

What we’ve always wanted? 

We recently received the following email from East Malling Services:  

Confirm the identity of fruit trees in your collection! 

Dear fruit tree enthusiasts, 

East Malling Services can match your apple and pear trees to the National Fruit 
Collection database (2097 apples, 570 pears). If your variety is not in the database 
we can generate a DNA fingerprint which can be used for comparison with other 
trees. Competitive rates for large sample numbers. 

Please contact me to find out more: Fiona at dnafingerprinting@em-s.co.uk 

 ‘Trees for Health’ 

Discover Forest Foods project (Beeson, near Kingsbridge) 

Discover Forest Foods uses the principles of agroforestry to grow many 
crops together in a way that is close to natural ecosystems. This includes 
trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants, ground cover and other perennial plants. 
In the forest garden we mimic the natural layers and diversity found in a 
woodland but replace customary woodland species with those that produce 
regular crops – we love wild food but here we use cultivated species that 
can produce a wide range of seasonal produce. These include many non-
native species, all of which research has found grow well but do not 
become invasive in the Devon environment.  
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Having just completed our fourth growing season, some of the trees and 
bushes are starting to fruit, others have more growing to do. In time we will 
be able to supply the local area with fruit, nuts, herbs, spices, salad, 
vegetables, drink ingredients, craft materials and more! Our main focus is 
perennials and the creation of a permanent healthy ecosystem that 
benefits wildlife, balances the problems of pests/diseases, improves the 
soil, retains water and involves people. We have well over 50 species of 
trees with many different varieties, alongside numerous shrubs. Many are 
well known, others are not:  

 

Upcoming workshops and volunteers days (full details on the Trees for Health 
website): 
14 November – Volunteer Day. Soup & bread around fire provided.  

22 November – Trees: their edible, shelter, craft & wood uses – great 
opportunity to learn about different trees and their uses (£25). 

13 December – Living Willow and Craft Day (£30). 

24 January – Tree Planting and Tree Care Volunteer Day. Soup & bread 
around fire provided.  

We also offer consultancy advice – get in touch via 07765 631877 or 
info@treesforhealth.org. 

Liz Turner  

Protecting trees from damage by wildlife and/or stock 

 
Japanese wineberries 
 

	

 
The lovely Aronia berries (the 
common name ‘chokeberry’ is 
unfair!) 

mailto:info@treesforhealth.org
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If trees are unprotected, livestock and/or wildlife (rabbits, deer) can do 
considerable damage to bark and growing shoots through grazing or by 
using the trees as scratching posts.  

When deciding on guard design you will need to consider the size and 
shape your tree will eventually attain (or that you want to create), as you 
will need to take into account the height at which the lowest limbs will 
develop and the space these will need. You may also need to be prepared 
to adapt or change guards over time as the tree grows. 

A low-intensity grazing and hay-cutting regime is still the most wildlife-
friendly way to manage an orchard floor. Guard size and design will partly 
depend on your budget, but in general the bigger and heavier the stock, the 
more robust a guard needs to be.  

Guards should protect the trees from grazing animals for a minimum of ten 
years, after which it may be safe to remove then. However, even mature 
trees can be pushed over or have the bark of the trunk or lower branches 
stripped from the trunk by sheep or deer.  

1 Rabbits – single short post and plastic spiral/ tube  

If you have rabbits in the vicinity, the best protection is a biodegradeable 
plastic spiral tree guard or plastic tube that will physically stop the rabbits 
getting at the trunk of the tree. It is not a good idea to keep spiral guards on 
a fruit tree for more than a few years, though, because they can start to 
harbour insects and infections which can damage the tree at the rootstock 
union, but when the tree is young the risk of rabbit damage is by far the 
greater concern. A mesh protector used in the same way limits damage 

from insects and infections. 

2 Rabbits, deer – plastic mesh  

Plastic mesh (e.g. Sentree) is available in rolls of 
different heights and can therefore be used to 
protect against deer grazing the lower branches and 
damaging the bark, as well as rabbits. 

It may be wrapped around the trunk of an established 
tree or attached to a stake (see above left). 

3 Rabbits, sheep – circle of weld mesh 

The weld mesh can be free standing or fixed to a 
post. A length of hosepipe sliced along one side can 
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be fitted over the top edge of the metal to cushion the tree against damage 
from rubbing. You can wrap barbed wire around the weld mesh to stop 
animals rubbing against it. Protects against rabbits and sheep and robust 
enough to withstand pressure from light stock.  

A small gap left between ground and guard allows 
sheep to graze around the base of the tree, 
preventing it from being swamped by vegetation. A 
spiral or other type of plastic rabbit guard protects 
base of tree from grazing damage. The total cost is 
around £20 per unit and you can buy the weld mesh 
in pre-formed cylinders slit down one side for placing 
around the tree. The post can double as a tree 
support stake (see below left). 

4 Sheep, deer – three or four short posts with stock 
fencing   

This arrangement offers protection against sheep and 
roe or muntjac deer; reinforcement with timber rails 
and sturdier posts help it withstand rubbing and 
scratching by heavier animals.  

Barbed wire strands can be wrapped around the  

guard to discourage stock rubbing, with additional strands added under the 
timber rails. Vegetation will need controlling inside the guard. Tree will 
need a rabbit guard.                                                                                                        

5 Heavier stock, sheep – four tall posts at an angle, reinforced by three 
timber crossbars with wire mesh  

Protects against sheep, horses and cattle, 
although on the last occasion I walked past 
this guard it had taken on a slight drunken 
lean due to the large horses in the field 
rubbing against it. The gap at the bottom 
will allow grass inside the guard to be 
controlled by grazing. Height and angle 
prevent horses and cattle reaching over 
the top and browsing. Tree will need 
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additional support stake and a rabbit guard.  

Tim Walker  
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A (very) little more on brown rot 
We’re certainly not talking scientific experiment here, but after two years of 
increasingly entrenched brown rot  – last year it took out more than 80% of 
my crop of Golden Russet and Empire – I followed Tim Walker’s advice and 
sprayed the trees with Bordeaux mixture just before bud burst and then ten 
days later. At the same time I was much more scrupulous about removing 
any affected fruit and the trees got a seaweed spray at early leaf stage.  

Outcome: 2015 has been particularly bad for brown rot in these westerly 
parts (that wet August …) but I only lost about 10% of my crop and – with 
next year in mind – I plan to complete the regime with two further 
Bordeaux treatments, (1) half-way through leaf fall and (2) after leaf fall. It 
is, of course, impossible to draw any firm conclusions, though … 

NB: Bordeaux mixture has been temporarily ‘unapproved’ for organic use 
and can be difficult to track down. However, you can easily make your own 
out of copper sulphate, slaked/hydrated lime and water (recipes online).  

Gill Gairdner 
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Items for sale 
Wine Bottles for Sale: We have 190 green wine bottles in crates for sale. 
Offers please: Sue and David Halpin, 01364 661115; sue@infoaction.org.uk. 

Vigo Classic Crusher: Large wheel, stainless steel crushers and rollers. The 
crusher is mounted on a table so that pomace falls through into a bucket 
underneath. £50.00 ONO. Tim Walker, 01364 642987. 

Courses and events  
ORCHARD LINK 
Sunday 24 January, Winter Pruning course with Charles Staniland. A 
practical day with some background theory, working on mature trees in a 
south Devon orchard. £10 (£12 non-members). For details and to book, 
please contact Orchard Link on info2@orchardlink.org.uk. 

Tuesday 23 February, 7.30, Orchard wildlife presentation by John Walters, 
Dartington Village Hall. John is an ecologist, an award-winning artist and a 
public speaker focusing on wildlife. He has worked as a consultant 
entomologist and naturalist on many TV and radio programmes, including 
David Attenborough's ‘Life in the Undergrowth’, ‘Earth Pilgrim’ and 
‘Springwatch’, and written, co-written and/or illustrated a number of books 
and publications, including The Wildlife of Dartmoor, Bugs Britannica, and 
Devon Wildlife through the Seasons. £3 – likely to be popular so booking 
advisable: contact Charles Staniland on c.m.staniland@googlemail.com. 

Sunday 13 March, Pruning Young Trees with Charles Staniland. A practical 
day with some background theory, learning how to develop a fruit-tree 
framework and get a tree fruiting. £10 (£12 non-members). For details and 
to book, please contact Orchard Link on info2@orchardlink.org.uk. 

ORCHARDS LIVE 
Saturday 5 December, 10.30–3.30, Restorative Pruning, Putsborough, with 
Jane Schofield and Tattwa Gyani, £14/£12. 

Saturday 16 January, 10.30–3.30Formative pruning of young trees, with 
Tattwa Gyani and Kate Povey, £14/ £12. 

Saturday 6 February, 11.00–1.00, Devon Scion Day, Eggesford Garden 
Centre, Chulmleigh. This informal ‘bring and buy’ mini-market allows you to 
obtain scions or exchange scions from your own trees. 
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Saturday 13 February, 10.30–3.30, Grafting Day, Sampford Courtenay, with 
Tattwa Gyani and Jane Pay. £14/£12.  

Saturday 9 April, 10.30 – 1.00, Top Working Course, with Jane Pay, nr. 
Chulmleigh. £7.00/£6.00.  

For information about any of these events or to book a place on one of the 
training days, please contact Jane Schofield on 01884 861181 or 
blackdog.jane@gmail.com. 
 

(Editors: All these events – and sometimes more – can be found on the 
organisations’ websites. The Tamar and Tavy Apple Group (look at 
www.tavyapples.org.uk/) also runs events and courses. Orchard Link and 
Orchards Live share each other’s membership discounts.) 
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