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Annual Gathering 2013
We were tremendously pleased to have Liz Cepasll-known consultant

pomol ogi st and the National Associ a
Advisor and Field Trials Officer for all cigeoducing counties- speak at
our Annual Gathering in March. And

juices from loal producers perfectly complimented her presentation. There
was then a good tea with apptecakes anglenty of opportunity for
members to haveppley chat.

One of the raffle prizes was Orchar
e ar | yHaeagarPayne |, eyl ana fohated by Mick Godfreywho
went away with that one?

eep grazing in a traditional orchgjghoto: Liz Copas)
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For those who were unable to attend, here is a resumé of Liz’s
presentation:

Traditional orchards
e Traditional orchards have 40 trees to the aari¢h a yield of 220
tons/acre
e Trees typically take 120 years to matwe. If the trees are guarded
the understory can be grazed

Modern intensive orchards

e Intensive orchads are not suitable for grazing

e Ba®d on bush trees (on MM106, MM111 or M26) with 2300
trees/acre. Yield 220 tons/acre

e High inputs needed: machinery, pruning timmaintaining a
grassfree strip with herbicide use anspraying for pests and
diseases

e Trees grown with good centrldader to albw maximum light into
the trees

Classification of varieties

Cider apples are classified by their taste and qualities:
Bittersweet—high tannin and sugar
Bittersharp—high tannin and high acidity
Sweets-low tannin and high sugar
Sharps-low tannin and high acidity

Some traditional varieties suitable for cider makers in this area

e ‘" Pai gnt onbitdd@weet,gAKA ad Nelson

e ‘' Tei gn —bittarsweat y ’

e ' Br own ' -sxcdlgnpshaep’ cider apple from Hills Nursery,
Staverton; may béiennial; yield can be 30 tons/acre; prone to
canker; a red, vintage variety

e ‘' Nor t hwatymcdl Devon sweet

e ‘' Da b i—regutartahnual cropping; bittersweet; excellent juice
quality



“Yarlington | '

Ma s t -ebotls ’ ‘

bittersweets; excéént;

good doers

e ‘Kingston Black-
bittersharp vintage variety

e ‘Kingston Blacland
‘Dabinett make a good
combination

e ' Mi c hbitteisweét; 20

tons/acre; good annual

variety

Essentials for a successful orchard
e Select good ground
e Check drainage
e Check soil for nutrients
e Maintain grasdree (herbicidektrips for at least five years
e Plantin blocks by varieties for ease of spraying antdtter
pollination
e Use appropriate tree guards
e Do not feed for first three years

Pests and diseases
e Mildew
e Scab-keep tree head open to allow maximum ventilation
e Rosy apple aphid (blackYolls leaves up; needs spot spraying
e Sawfly
e Codling moth
e Brown rot—follows damage
e Cankercut out and destroy; fasfjrowing treesare most prone
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New varieties
Liz oversaw a major NACM project to develop new, impraieer apples,
including earlieimaturing varieties. She may be contacted
(liz@lizcopas.conidr a complete descriptive lisbut for smaliscale
production in this area she recommends:

e ‘Three Countigs-full bittersweet; matures mid/late Septip bearer

e ‘Lizzy—large bittersweetinamed after LizSee photd

e ‘Prince William- bittersweet

e ‘Hastings—bittersweet

e ‘Amanda-—mild bittersweet

e ‘Hel e n '’ sfullfbitgrsiveet

e ‘Angela—full bittersweet

e ‘Amelidand’ F i emild bitterswees

A few of the Q & As

Q. What ighe life cycle of commercial orchards? A-80 years

Q. What is the availability of new varieties? A. One good specialist cider
apple tree producer is John Worle (www.johnworle.co.uk).

Q. What are the benefits of intestem grafting? A. Can produce more
compact trees-for example, M9 can put brakes on.

RayWillis and Gill Gairdner

Adam’s Apples
Quality Fruit Trees at
competitive prices
Apple trees from £7.00
Over 100 varieties grown
Dessert, Juicing, Cider, Cookers
Varieties to suit your Farm,
Smallholding or Garden
Many other Fruit Trees and
Bushes available
Discounts for Wholesale
Quantities, Community Projects,
Schools
Advice given
Free Catalogue Available
Contact us at:-
sales@adamsappletrees.co.uk
Telephone 01404 841166
Facsimile 01404 841196
Or Order Online:-

.co.uk




Editorial

At the time of writing there would seem to be a reasonable set of what was
unusually abundant blossom; despite the wind and low temperatures, pears
look particularly promising. We would certainly all appreciate a gaait

year after the poor yields of 2013.

Newsletter

We—-Tim Walker and Gill Gairdnerwould like to introduce ourselves as

the new (joint) editors of the Orchard Link newsletter, Jade Bartlett having
become too busy on Ollie’s farm to
But thank you @yreat dea) Jade, for stepping in when it counted and for
putting together some good content over the last couple of years.

Equipment hire alert!

One of the most important el ements
pressing and pasteurising equipment available to rherms. George Arnison

has done a brilliant job over a number of years in managing this important
activity —not just making sure all the gear functioas it should but setting

up an excellentautomated management system. He would now like to

stand down fom this role. We are consequently looking for someone to
take over his part in what has beco
would like to knowmore ofwhat might be involved, please contact either
George or Tim (see back page for contact details).

New developments

AONB is keen to offer support of various kinds to community orchards in
the area, with some input from Orchard Link. This project is at a relatively
early stage, but Robin Toogoedvho is AONB manager for South Devon as
wellas Orchrdi n k' s tane SasHunteg—ran environmental
educationalist-are writingabout it in this issue.

Another initiative is the establishment of a regional orchard network,
Orchards SouthWest (www.orchardssouthwest.org), which aims in the first
instance to develop a comprehensive database of organisations and
individuals to enhance the sharing of knowledge and experience. A key
mover was Michael Gee, who recently retired from chairing our sister
organisation in North Devon, Orchards Live, andnetude an interview

with him here.

Tim Walker and Gill Gairdner



Thinning fruit

At what time do you take action to thin a heavy fruit crop? When the
burgeoning bough tears down the trunk? When the flowers are in full
display? Latest commercial plantingewsmultistringed tractormounted
strimmer to flick off a proportion of the blossom oarry outmore (very!)
expensive hand thinning when the fruits are 'ggiaed’. Why does anyone
bother?

After a year of dearth and a brilliant display of blossmiiowed by good
setting weather it is likely that an owdreavy crop will be sehis season
This is likely to result in poesized fruit anda reduced crop in 2015 (plus
aforementioned branch snapping and probably worse levels of scab).

Ready for thining? (hoto: Tim Walker)

6



So leave one or two fruits per cluster,if there are lots of clospacked

clusters then remove whole clusters. If there are lots of branches of-close
clustered fruits remove some (small) branches and whole spurs (especially
those in the middle of the tree). Wheb do it? As soon as you can or are

confident of a good set, because as | write most fruitlets aregiead, but
when you look again they are goosebesiged, and then golf badlized—

andthenitsabitlatel The ar | i er it’"s done the

the result. So over to you!
Charles Staniland

(Editors: Charles may be contacteg members for further advicesee
back page for detai)s

mﬁi‘

for all your juice making & cider making equipment
www.vigopresses.co.uk
tel: 01404 892101 brochure: 01404 890265 presses@vigoltd.com

Commercial equipment?

See www.vigoltd.com
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Apple Blossom Party at Holbeton Community Orchard

Anorchad in blossomis natureatst most exqui stender. |t
showof how peoplecanwork with nature to help it be & best. All over

Japan people celebrate the spring b
vi ewi n g Theyjom&ogetherender the trees (usually cherry) to

share picnics and good company.

On 12 May this yeahetween the Rivers Erme and Yea§pring

Celebration Day was held at Holbeton Community Orchisiat so much of
apicnic though- more of a working party. Appleddsom may inspire

beauty, but it also signals work to be done! Volunearrived with tools,

ready tosurvey ancare for the treesand alsgplant up hedgerows with
cowslips, honeysuckle and wild clematis and raised beds with edible herbs.

The event wasupported by South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty(AONB), and community projects offikkécky Bailey had arranged
few extra acivities to ensureliere was fun as well as hard grafiom
Vaugtan oversavearthtile-making and | led storytellingnd craftactivities.

Throughout the morning children of all aggathered roundSome mad
posies and garlands of tisspaper flowers. Others enjoyed foragiimgthe
orchard to find objectsvith whichto construct their own minworlds. As a
group of dder boys listened to a stgrthey continually morphed hansized
lumps of clay into amazing creaturasd shapes

Spring is a good time to -bamddbndst or i
about transition and transformation. Here in Britain spring bara

welcome change, particularly after a relentless winter like the last. One of
the stories | told was the Gri mms
is associated with apples, but in this leskapwn story the move from

winter to springismorecental . ‘I n the forest the
in its place snowdrops and primrose

The morning’s work in the community
a hot homemade pasty, a cup of tea and a bit of cake. Fantasinc effort

saw the orchard readied for summer and marked the beginning of an

inspiring orchard project.



Holbeton Spring Celebration 201ghoto: Sara Hurley)

This Spring Celebration was the fir
AONB'HD| bet on Or cOcarod eRr dj’ d d-making |l ne a
workshops in the orchard with children from Holbeton Primary School.

Along with a musician arahotherperformer wewill preparea wonderful

Apple Day celebration. Last autumn a collectibprofessional artists and

perfor mer s t our ed roufdchvarious ppplé evesfFThis r ' *
season’s Hol bet on cdampnuhitg nvdvangentwi | | s e

Sara Hurley, frorBlazing TaleQ
*Prom-Prom Promotions Ltd. Blazing Tales Ltd. The UncamPhayers.

Interested in seeing the Holbeton Community Orchard? Why not visit their
Apple Day on Sunday Zixtober, noor4 pm. There will be darbecue,
cider, chi |l ahdlagsmore. The orthardis located siear the
village hall.
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Calling community orchards ...

Sara Hurley’'s article in the newsl e
shows what can be done with local energy, some useful grant funding, and
some input from outside supporters and specialists: an orchard acting as a
lively hub ofactivity for a whole community.

We know that there are many more of you running community orchard
sites. But how can Orchard Link support you better? What help, advice,
funding, equipment or training needs do you have? Maybe you have
experiences and tipgou could share with other newly formed groups?

Let's find out! Together the South
informal evening getogether this September for any community orchard
groups in the area to meet, exchange information and idegdpex what

help and resources might be needed, and plan with you how we can develop
a package of support for new and existing community orchard projects.

Interested? Send me amea i |  w@akelsurk yol Haveetails as soon as
they are ready.

Robin ©ogood(email: treasurer@orchardlink.org.uk )

THORNHAYE
N URSERY

Apple, Pear, Quince, Plum, Cherry, Medlar, ) § _
Mulberry, Apricots, Cobnuts, Chestnuts, Walnuts,
Figs Hedging, Ornamentals.

One of the largest ranges of trees available.
Over 1000 varieties grown. Expert advice from the specialists.

Catalogue online, or free from
Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 2DF

Tel 01884 266746 Fax 01884 266739
www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk
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Weather/Whether to grow apples

Apples have been grown in South West England for milleh&nlostof

the acreage was historically for local marketing and victualling ships, but
there was a good deal of grown for domestic use. However, there is one
major pitfall to be dalt with on the road to succesthe weather.

The furher you go down the South V8epeninsula, the wetter and windier

it gets. Also, winter chilling decreases, as winter and suntereperature
extremes decreasédtmospheric humidity is also always high. This adds up
to major problems with scab and canker, plus poor pollination andipalys
damage due to wind. Bittgit can also be a probfe on predominantly

acidic soilsvith high rainfall.

Butdon’t pani c: it’s okay as | ong as
your site does not have shelter, you must create some, with suitable

hedge planting. Second, unless you have shares in an agrochemical
business, plant varieties with high disease resistance. Third, plant on a
rootstock that is vigorous enough to a) anchor the tree firmly, b) cope

with the often poorer soils in some areamd c) cope with recovery from

pest and disease attack.

So what varieties should you grow?

I would like to suggest the following, from which a gardemegrower(new
to the South Wést) could select a starter Kit:

Dessert apples

As h mekadr mse | | Ben's Red, Cour't of Wi
Lucombe’ s Pine, Oa k e WoolBrobohk Rippim, Wdliant o mb
Crump

Culinary apples

Don’'s Delight, Farmer’'s Gl ory, Hoc k
Wonder, Peter Lock, Plympton Bip, Tregonna King, Upton Pyne

Kevin Croucher, Thornhayes Nursery

(Edi tors: Kevin has’ spglramtglanggpeswes| ead
with brokenup soil and added organic mattewhichsimply act as sumps
in wet weather and on heavy ground.)
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How do you do?
Communications between southwestern orchards

Michael Gee, who retired as Chairman of Orchards Live in January, writes
aboutthe new regional venturérchards SouthWest

You will know of Orchard Link, you may have heard of Orchards Live in

North Devon, and you may be aware that a few places such as Stoke Gabriel
have their own community orchard. But you will probably be surprised,

maybe staggered, to know that there are owixty, and probably nearly a
hundred, such groups across the southwt of Engl and. An:i
know of each other’ s existence ,how
let alone give each othenutual support?

When the charity Common Grad launched itsSave our Orchards

Campaign a quarter of a century ago it wasy deliberately a bottorup

rather than topdown affair. Common Ground provided the stimulus by
sugges i ng acti vi ti es ays, butihwaslsfttodocah u a | ‘
communities to set up their own groups and responses. Common Ground
publisheda register of what was going oit;did not organise what was

going on. Bottorrup can mean sound foundations, but it calsomean a

lack of awareness of what is happening elsewhere.

Common Ground has moved on, the National Orchards Forum has closed
down, ard a conference at Sheffield in 2008 showed the need for a

national voice. With the help of colleagues from Orchards Live, the

National Trust and Natural England | organised a seminar at Killerton near
Exeter in January 2011 ekptothbeed *‘ Be't
possibility of better regional liks. There was good attendan(féve

counties were represented), with a positive, even enthusiastic, response,
and the name ‘Orchards Sout hWest ' v
ambition. It was agreed that a firgtriority was a listing of group®r

register, but a website was the aspiration. There were all sorts of ideas on
how sharedinformation could lead to mutual benéfi
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Michael Gee at the Bath & West Show 2013
(photo: Tim Walker)

Well, the first aspiration has been realised and there is now a website,
www.orchardssouthwest.orglt was launched at the Bath and West Show

on 31 May, so at the time of writing it is less than a month old. There are
already nearly a score of groupstéd, ut a lot | know of (includin@rchard

LinK) are not there, so | hope these will be added fast. Each entry includes

a note on the group’s activities an
events will come together soon. Have a look.

Togetbacktothetite of this articl e, a trad:i
do?’ I n a s e ns ehave jhimed @rchards Sauth\Westidvé ¢ h
answered that greeting by telling us what they are doing and what they

need. And from the greeting there is scope for friengsleixchange of

information, sharing, mutual support

Michael GeeJune 2013
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EVENTS

ORCHARD LINK

Sun 7 July, Summer Pruning with Charles Staniland0.00an+1.00pmin an
orchardnear Ashburton A chance to see the effects of last wirigepruning,
assesghe crop so far and practsappropriate pruning-ee: £10 members,
£12non-members. For details and to book, email Charles on
c.m.staniland@googlemail.com.

Sat 31 Aug, Orchard Visit, 2.00-5.00.Col i n and Mandy Spe:
three-acre orchards of mixedpples, plums, gages and cherries at Greater
Leigh Farm (EX6 7RF) in the Teign valley are particularly rich in wildlife. Colin
will set a moth trap the night before and Charles Staniland will be present to
talk about pests and diseases. Teas. Free. Fthrefludetails and to book
emailinfo@orchardlink.org.ukor if last moment, rin@1647 25302

Directions: Heading north on B3193, approx. 3 + miles from A38 turn right
towards Lower/Higher Ashton, then left by the Manor Inn. After less than a
mile turninto a long driveway by doubling back left by a row of wheelie
bins. ‘Great Leigh Farm’ sign is hi

Sat 12 Oct, Cider-making Workshop run by Peter Webb at his Milltop

Orchard near Combeinteignhead. This is an opportunity to learn something
of the science and craft of cider making in a small commercialgeind

see how you might use the knowledge with your own apples. There will be a
chance to taste different ciders and alsblook at the established and
newer parts oFee Bk members £8manentbersFdr.
further details, contact Peter on info@milltoporchard.co.uk. To book, email
info@orchardlink.org.uk.

TAVY AND TAMAR APPLE GROUP
Sun 7 July, Equipment maintenance day and BBQ. Members£10.00, non
members £15.00ifcludes free membership).

Sun 21 July, Summer Pruning with CharlesStanilandat Leigh Brm in the
Tavy valleyFrom 10.00am.

Sat 7 Sept, Apple Focus, 1.45-5.00 pm at Bere FerrersiA number of
importanttalks about various aspects of apple production and orchard
managementFee to members.

Sat 5 Oct, Apple Fest, 1-5.00pm at Bere FerrersThis ighe leading apple
event of the West CountryEntrance free.
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Sat 11 Jan, Wassailing Evening at Central @chard Bere Ferrers6 pm. Cost:
£5.00 includes pastie and cold drink!

If interestedin any of these evenigplease contact Brian Lamb (tel. 01822
841309, mob. 07792 733752, email briankayl@tiscali.co.uk)

ORCHARDS LIVE

Sat 21-Sun 22 Sept, Open Orchards Weekend across North Devon
Wed 25 Sept, Apple Roadshow at Braunton

Fri 27-Sun 29 Sept, Real Ale & Cider Festival at Rosemoor

Sun 6 Oct, Apple Day at Rosemoor

Sun 13 Oct, Apple Day at Eggesford

Sun 27 Oct, Apple Fair at South Molton

Sat 30 Nov, Restorative Pruning, at an orchard neaBideford

Sat 18 Jan, Formative Pruning, venue to be arranged

Sat 15 Jan, Grafting Day, venue to be arranged

For information about any of these events or in order to bookagg on
one of the training days, pleasentact Jane Schofield on 01884 861181
blackdog.jane@gmail.com

Fruit trees - Bush & Soft fruit

Nut trees - Unusual edibles
Books - Seeds

www.agroforestry.co.uk

Agroforestry Research Trust
46 Hunters Moon, Dartington, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 6JT
mail@agroforestry.couk  Catalogue: 4x ¥ stamps
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ORCHARD LINK

Orchard Link is southDevon organisation set up in 1998 by apple and cider
enthusiasts concerned about the disappearance of traditional orchards in
the area. Its purpose is to promote the restoration and extension of
orchards by offering technical advice and supporth existing owners

and individuals or groups plantiniggesfor the first time.

The committee meets at 7.30 on the second Thursday of January, March,
May, July, September and November, currently at the Church House Inn,
Harberton. Members are always welcome.

Contact details

Emailinfo@orchardlink.org.ukmobile: 07792 664710
Website: www.orchardlink.org.uk

Press hire: presshire@orchardlink.org.uk or 07759 658737
Officers

Chairman and Technical advisoi Charles Staniland
(c.m.staniland@googlemail.com)

Membership secretary: Peter Snoxall
(membership@orchardlink.org.uk)

Equipment manager George Arnison
(presshire@orchardlink.org.uk/07759
658737)

Website manager: Graham Sykes
(web@orchardlink.org.uk)

Newsletter editors: Tim Walker (info@orchardlink.org)
Gill Gairdne(gillgairdner@gmail.coin

Treasurer: Robin Toogood

(treasurer@orchardlink.org.uk)

The views expressed in this Newsletter are the views of the individual authors and their
contributions are their copyright.

Printed by Veaseys Printers, Totnes
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